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Welcome to Chelmsford Cathedral. Everything you need for this 

celebration is in this booklet. Please ensure that your mobile phone is 

switched off and keep your belongings with you.  
 

Music. The mass setting is the Communion Service in F by Herbert 

Sumsion (1899-1995). The choir is directed by Samuel Bristow, the 

Assistant Director of Music.   
 

Receiving Communion. All who have been baptised are invited to 

receive Holy Communion or to receive a blessing as is your custom.  

Please come in two single files down the centre of the nave to one of the 

Communion stations, and hold out your hands to receive the consecrated 

bread.  Please do not intinct (dip) the wafer into the consecrated wine. 

To receive a blessing, please bow your head. Gluten-free wafers are also 

available; please speak to one of the stewards on duty. 
 

Hearing Aids. There is a loop system installed throughout the Cathedral. 

If you are a hearing aid user, please turn it to T.  
 

If the alarm sounds, please exit the Cathedral and, if safe, assemble at 

the rear of the Shire Hall in the South Eastern corner of the churchyard. 

Please leave your belongings until it is safe to collect them. 

 

Rubrics: Please stand or sit as is comfortable for you. 
 

Please make a financial contribution to the 

maintenance and ministry of the Cathedral.  You 

can use the contactless giving plates near the doors or by 

scanning the QR code here. A collection will be taken 

during the service. 
 

Live stream: This service is being live streamed to the Chelmsford 

Cathedral Facebook page. 
 

Car park code: 2653 
 

Visit us at chelmsfordcathedral.org.uk. 

 

 

 

Music before the Service 
 

Recit de voix humaine      Guillaume-Gabriel Nivers (1632-1714) 
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The Gathering 
 

Before the service begins, the congregation is welcomed. Please stand to sing 
 
 

Hymn 

 
Come ye faithful, raise the anthem, 

cleave the skies with shouts of praise; 

sing to him who found the ransom, 

ancient of eternal days, 

God of God, the Word incarnate, 

whom the heaven of heaven obeys. 
 

Ere he raised the lofty mountains, 

formed the seas, or built the sky, 

love eternal, free, and boundless, 

moved the Lord of Life to die, 

fore-ordained the Prince of princes 

for the throne of Calvary. 
 

There, for us and our redemption, 

see him all his life-blood pour! 

there he wins our full salvation, 

dies that we may die no more; 

then, arising, lives for ever, 

reigning where he was before. 
 

Laud and honour to the Father, 

laud and honour to the Son, 

laud and honour to the Spirit, 

ever Three and ever One, 

consubstantial, co-eternal, 

while unending ages run. 
 

Words: Job Hupton (1762-1849), J. M. Neale (1818-1866) 
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  The Greeting 
 

President In the name of the Father, and of the Son, 

    and of the Holy Spirit. 

All    Amen.  
 

  The Lord be with you 

All    and also with you.  
 

The president offers some words of welcome and introduction.  
 

The Prayers of Penitence 
 

Deacon  God so loved the world 

that he gave his only Son Jesus Christ 

to save us from our sins, to be our advocate in heaven, 

and to bring us to eternal life. 
 

Let us confess our sins in penitence and faith, 

firmly resolved to keep God’s commandments 

and to live in love and peace with all. 
 

We keep a moment of quiet as we call to mind our sins. 
 

All    Almighty God, our heavenly Father,  

we have sinned against you  

and against our neighbour 

in thought and word and deed, 

through negligence, through weakness, 

through our own deliberate fault. 

We are truly sorry and repent of all our sins. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

who died for us, forgive us all that is past 

and grant that we may serve you in newness of life 

to the glory of your name. Amen. 
 

President Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent,  

    have mercy upon you, 

    pardon and deliver you from all your sins,        

    confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,  

    and keep you in life eternal; through Jesus Christ our Lord.   

All    Amen. 
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Please be seated. 
 

Gloria in Excelsis 
 

GLORY be to God on high,  

and in earth peace, good will towards men.  

We praise thee, we bless thee, we worship thee,  

we glorify thee, we give thanks to thee for thy great glory,  

O Lord God, heavenly King, God the Father Almighty. 
 

O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesu Christ;  

O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,  

that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us.  

Thou that takest away the sins of the world,  

have mercy upon us.  

Thou that takest away the sins of the world,  

receive our prayer.  

Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father,  

have mercy upon us. 
 

For thou only art holy; thou only art the Lord;  

thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost,  

art most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
 

The Collect 
 

President  Let us pray. 
 

We keep a moment of quiet prayer. 
 

O God, the strength of all those who put their trust in you, 

mercifully accept our prayers 

and, because through the weakness of our mortal nature 

we can do no good thing without you, 

grant us the help of your grace, 

that in the keeping of your commandments 

we may please you both in will and deed; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

All  
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The Liturgy of the Word 
The First Reading 

Hosea 5.15-6.6 
 

A reading from the book of the prophet Hosea. 
 

I will return again to my place until they acknowledge their guilt and 

seek my face. In their distress they will beg my favour: ‘Come, let us 

return to the Lord; for it is he who has torn, and he will heal us; he 

has struck down, and he will bind us up. After two days he will revive 

us; on the third day he will raise us up, that we may live before him. 

Let us know, let us press on to know the Lord; his appearing is as 

sure as the dawn; he will come to us like the showers, like the spring 

rains that water the earth.’ What shall I do with you, O Ephraim? 

What shall I do with you, O Judah? Your love is like a morning cloud, 

like the dew that goes away early. Therefore I have hewn them by the 

prophets, I have killed them by the words of my mouth, and my 

judgement goes forth as the light. For I desire steadfast love and not 

sacrifice, the knowledge of God rather than burnt-offerings. 
 

  This is the word of the Lord. 

All    Thanks be to God.  

 
The choir sings the psalm.  

Psalm 50.7-15 
 

7 Hear, O my people, and I will speak : I myself will testify against 

thee, O Israel; for I am God, even thy God. 

8 I will not reprove thee because of thy sacrifices, or for thy burnt-

offerings : because they were not alway before me. 

9 I will take no bullock out of thine house : nor he-goat out of thy 

folds. 

10 For all the beasts of the forest are mine : and so are the cattle 

upon a thousand hills. 

11 I know all the fowls upon the mountains : and the wild beasts of 

the field are in my sight. 

12 If I be hungry, I will not tell thee : for the whole world is mine, and 

all that is therein. 
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13 Thinkest thou that I will eat bulls' flesh : and drink the blood of 

goats? 

14 Offer unto God thanksgiving : and pay thy vows unto the most 

Highest. 

15 And call upon me in the time of trouble : so will I hear thee, and 

thou shalt praise me. 
              

The Second Reading 

Romans 4.13-25 
 

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Romans.  
 

For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to 

Abraham or to his descendants through the law but through the 

righteousness of faith. If it is the adherents of the law who are to be 

the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. For the law brings 

wrath; but where there is no law, neither is there violation. For this 

reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on 

grace and be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the 

adherents of the law but also to those who share the faith of Abraham 

(for he is the father of all of us, as it is written, ‘I have made you the 

father of many nations’)—in the presence of the God in whom he 

believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things 

that do not exist. Hoping against hope, he believed that he would 

become ‘the father of many nations’, according to what was said, ‘So 

numerous shall your descendants be.’ He did not weaken in faith 

when he considered his own body, which was already as good as dead 

(for he was about a hundred years old), or when he considered the 

barrenness of Sarah’s womb. No distrust made him waver concerning 

the promise of God, but he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to 

God, being fully convinced that God was able to do what he had 

promised. Therefore his faith ‘was reckoned to him as righteousness.’ 

Now the words, ‘it was reckoned to him’, were written not for his 

sake alone, but for ours also. It will be reckoned to us who believe in 

him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead, who was handed over 

to death for our trespasses and was raised for our justification. 
 

  This is the word of the Lord. 

All    Thanks be to God. 
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Please stand and turn to face the Gospel procession. 

 

Gospel Acclamation 

 
 

Choir   Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
All    Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
Choir The words that I have spoken to you are spirit  

and they are life, says the Lord. 

All Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 

 
 

The Gospel Reading 

 Matthew 9.9–13, 18–26 

Deacon   The Lord be with you 

All    and also with you. 
  Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ  

  according to Matthew. 

 
 

As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man called Matthew sitting at the 

tax booth; and he said to him, ‘Follow me.’ And he got up and 

followed him. And as he sat at dinner in the house, many tax-

collectors and sinners came and were sitting with him and his 

disciples. When the Pharisees saw this, they said to his disciples, ‘Why 

does your teacher eat with tax-collectors and sinners?’ But when he 

heard this, he said, ‘Those who are well have no need of a physician, 

but those who are sick. Go and learn what this means, “I desire 

mercy, not sacrifice.” For I have come to call not the righteous but 

sinners.’ While he was saying these things to them, suddenly a leader 

of the synagogue came in and knelt before him, saying, ‘My daughter 

has just died; but come and lay your hand on her, and she will live.’ 

And Jesus got up and followed him, with his disciples.  



 

9 

 

Then suddenly a woman who had been suffering from haemorrhages 

for twelve years came up behind him and touched the fringe of his 

cloak, for she said to herself, ‘If I only touch his cloak, I will be made 

well.’ Jesus turned, and seeing her he said, ‘Take heart, daughter; your 

faith has made you well.’ And instantly the woman was made well. 

When Jesus came to the leader’s house and saw the flute-players and 

the crowd making a commotion, he said, ‘Go away; for the girl is not 

dead but sleeping.’ And they laughed at him. But when the crowd had 

been put outside, he went in and took her by the hand, and the girl 

got up. And the report of this spread throughout that district. 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 

Please be seated.  

The Sermon 
 

The Very Revd Jessica Martin 
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Please stand. 

The Nicene Creed 
    

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  

the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God,  

begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,  

was incarnate from the Holy Spirit 

and the Virgin Mary and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory  

to judge the living and the dead,  

and his kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son  

is worshipped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
 

Prayers of Intercession 
 

President In the power of the Spirit and in union with Christ, 

    let us pray to the Father. 
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The congregation sits or kneels. At the end of the prayers the intercessor may say  
 

    Merciful Father, 

All    accept these prayers, for the sake of your Son, 

    our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.  

 
At the end of the intercessions, please stand. 

 

The Liturgy of the Sacrament 
 The Peace 

 

President We are the body of Christ. 

In the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body. 

Let us then pursue all that makes for peace 

and builds up our common life. 
 

    The peace of the Lord be always with you 

All    and also with you. 
 

Deacon  Let us offer one another a sign of peace.  
 

We remain standing to sing the offertory hymn, during which a collection is taken. 
 

Hymn 
 

 
 

Christ is made the sure foundation, 

Christ the head and corner-stone, 

chosen of the Lord, and precious, 

binding all the church in one, 

holy Zion's help for ever, 

and her confidence alone. 

 

All that dedicated city, 

dearly loved of God on high, 

in exultant jubilation 

pours perpetual melody, 

God the One in Three adoring 

in glad hymns eternally. 
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To this temple, where we call thee, 

come, O Lord of Hosts, today; 

with thy wonted loving-kindness 

hear thy servants as they pray; 

and thy fullest benediction 

shed within its walls alway. 
  

Here vouchsafe to all thy servants 

what they ask of thee to gain, 

what they gain from thee for ever 

with the blessèd to retain, 

and hereafter in thy glory 

evermore with thee to reign. 
  

Laud and honour to the Father, 

laud and honour to the Son, 

laud and honour to the Spirit, 

ever Three, and ever One, 

consubstantial, co-eternal, 

while unending ages run. 

  

Words: Anon. Latin, tr. J. M. Neale (1818-1866) 

 
Please remain standing.  

 

The Eucharistic Prayer 

 
 

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation, 

always and everywhere to give you thanks, 

holy Father, almighty and eternal God. 

From sunrise to sunset this day is holy, 

for Christ has risen from the tomb and scattered the 

darkness of death with light that will not fade. 

This day the risen Lord walks with your gathered people, 
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unfolds for us your word, 

and makes himself known in the breaking of the bread. 

And though the night will overtake this day 

you summon us to live in endless light, 

the never-ceasing sabbath of the Lord. 

And so, with choirs of angels and with all the heavenly host, 

we proclaim your glory: 
 

The choir sings the Sanctus and Benedictus: 

 

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of hosts, 

heaven and earth are full of thy glory. 

Glory be to thee, O Lord most high. 
 

Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness; 

grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit, 

and according to your holy will, 

these gifts of bread and wine 

may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; 
 

who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 

took bread and gave you thanks; 

he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 

do this in remembrance of me. 
 

In the same way, after supper 

he took the cup and gave you thanks; 

he gave it to them, saying: 

Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, 

which is shed for you and for many  

for the forgiveness of sins. 

Do this, as often as you drink it, 

in remembrance of me. 
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And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross, 

his perfect sacrifice made once  

for the sins of the whole world; 

rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, 

and looking for his coming in glory, 

we celebrate this memorial of our redemption. 

As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, 

we bring before you this bread and this cup 

and we thank you for counting us worthy 

to stand in your presence and serve you. 
 

Send the Holy Spirit on your people 

and gather into one in your kingdom 

all who share this one bread and one cup, 

so that we, in the company of Mary, Peter, Cedd and all the saints, 

may praise and glorify you for ever, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord; 

by whom, and with whom, and in whom, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, for ever and ever. 

All    Amen. 
 

 

Please sit or kneel. 
The Lord’s Prayer 

 

President Let us pray with confidence in the words our Saviour gave us. 
 

All    Our Father, who art in heaven,  

    hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come;  

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   

    Give us this day our daily bread.  

    And forgive us our trespasses,  

    as we forgive those who trespass against us.   

    And lead us not into temptation,  

    but deliver us from evil.   

    For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory,  

    for ever and ever.  Amen. 
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Breaking of the Bread 
 

President  We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 
All    Though we are many, we are one body, 

  because we all share in one bread. 
 

The choir sings the Agnus Dei: 

Agnus Dei 

 
Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world,  

have mercy upon us. 

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world,  

have mercy upon us. 

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world,  

grant us thy peace. 

 

 

The Giving of Communion 
 

President Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the   

    world. Blessed are those who are called to his supper. 

All      Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, 

    but only say the word, and I shall be healed. 
 

To indicate if you wish to receive Communion, please hold out your hands. If you simply wish 

to receive a blessing, please keep your head bowed. 

 

Anthem 
For a long time, I have held my peace, but now will I speak. 

I will lead the blind in a way they know not, in paths they have not known.  

I will guide them. I will turn their darkness into light,  

and I will not forsake them.  

And he showed me a pure river of the water of life, clear as crystal,  

proceeding out of the throne of God;  

and on either side of the river was there a tree of life,  

and the leaves were for the healing of nations.  

Help us, Lord, to persevere in prayer with minds awake and thankful hearts, 

that we may share the secret of Christ with those we meet on our earthly 

pilgrimage, following in the steps of Jesus our master and our friend. Amen. 

 
Words: Derrick Walters (1932-2000)                      Music: Richard Shephard (1949-2021) 

based on Isaiah 42:14-16; Revelation 22:1-3; Colossians 4:2-4
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We remain seated for the Communion hymn.  
Hymn  

 

 
Sweet Sacrament divine, 

hid in thine earthly home, 

lo, round thy lowly shrine, 

with suppliant hearts we come; 

Jesus, to thee our voice we raise 

in songs of love and heartfelt praise: 

sweet Sacrament divine. 
 

2 Sweet Sacrament of peace, 

dear home for every heart, 

where restless yearnings cease 

and sorrows all depart; 

there in thine ear all trustfully 

we tell our tale of misery: 

sweet Sacrament of peace. 

3 Sweet Sacrament of rest, 

ark from the ocean's roar, 

within thy shelter blest 

soon may we reach the shore; 

save us, for still the tempest raves, 

save, lest we sink beneath the waves: 

sweet Sacrament of rest. 
 

4 Sweet Sacrament divine, 

earth's light and jubilee, 

in thy far depths doth shine 

thy Godhead's majesty; 

sweet light, so shine on us, we pray, 

that earthly joys may fade away: 

sweet Sacrament divine. 
Words: Francis Stanfield (1835-1914) 

 

Prayer after Communion 
 

President Let us pray.  
 

We keep a moment of quiet prayer 
 

Eternal Father, 

we thank you for nourishing us with these heavenly gifts: 

may our communion strengthen us in faith, 

build us up in hope, and make us grow in love; 

for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All       Amen. 
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All      Almighty God, we thank you for feeding us 

    with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 

    Through him we offer you our souls and bodies 

    to be a living sacrifice. 

    Send us out in the power of your Spirit 

    to live and work to your praise and glory. Amen.  
 

Please remain seated for the notices. 

Notices 
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The Dismissal 
 

Please stand. 
Hymn 

 

 
Hope of our calling: hope through courage won 

by those who dared to share all Christ had done. 

Saints of today, Christ's banner now unfurled, 

will bring his gospel to a waiting world. 
 

Hope of our calling: hope with strength empowered, 

inspired by all that we have seen and heard; 

this call is ours, for we are chosen too, 

to live for God in all we say and do. 
  

Hope of our calling: hope with grace outpoured, 

from death's despair the gift of life restored; 

our call to serve, to wash each other's feet, 

to bring Christ's healing touch to all we meet. 
  

Hope of our calling: hope by faith made bold 

to sow God's righteousness throughout the world; 

bring peace from conflict, fruitfulness from weeds, 

the kingdom's harvest from the kingdom's seeds. 
  

Hope of our calling: Spirit-filled, unbound, 

old joys remembered and new purpose found, 

our call refreshed by sacrament and word, 

we go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
 

Words: Ally Barrett (b. 1975) 
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The Blessing 
The president blesses the people. 

 

God the Father,  

by whose glory Christ was raised from the dead, 

strengthen you to walk with him in his risen life; 

and the blessing of God almighty, 

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

be among you and remain with you always. 

All       Amen. 

 
  

Deacon 
  

   
All       
 

  

  
Organ Voluntary 

 

Offertoire en fugue et dialogue    Guillaume-Gabriel Nivers (1632-1714) 
 

 

Please remain standing as the ministers depart. 
 

 

 

Music Notes 
 

This morning’s organ voluntaries are drawn from Guillaume-Gabriel 

Nivers’ Livre d’Orgue of 1667, a volume comprising suites of smaller-scale 

pieces intended as movements for the mass. The large quantity of these 

provided an opportunity to display the range of the organ’s contrasting 

solo stops, of which the Recit de Voix Humaine is a typical example. 

Today’s final voluntary, the Offertoire, is the most extensive work of 

Nivers’ output for organ and sits at the heart of Livre d’Orgue as 

centrepiece for the mass. Through the combination of two traditional 

forms found in French Baroque organ writing, that of a fugue and a 

dialogue respectively, the Offertoire signifies Nivers’ creative ingenuity.    
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Safeguarding at Chelmsford Cathedral 

Do you have a concern about a child or an adult at risk? 

You can report any concern directly to the Diocesan Safeguarding team 

Telephone: 01245 294444    Email: safeguarding@chelmsford.anglican.org 

Or you can report your concern to our Cathedral Safeguarding Team 

Telephone: 01245 294483 

Email: safeguarding@chelmsfordcathedral.org.uk 

 

 

If you have information about a safeguarding situation where a child or adult is in 

immediate danger call the emergency services on 999 

To contact your local police to report a non-emergency concern call 101 

 

CHELMSFORD CATHEDRAL WORSHIP 

 

Please join us during the week for prayer in person or online at the following times 

every day: 

 

Sundays        

7.45am: Morning Prayer 

8am: Said Eucharist (BCP) 

9.30am: Sung Eucharist 

11.15am: Choral Eucharist 

3.30pm: Choral Evensong 

 

Weekdays        

7.45am: Morning Prayer 

8.15am: Eucharist 

10.30am: Said Eucharist - Thursdays only 

5.15pm:  Choral Evensong - Thursdays & Fridays 

Sung Evening Prayer - Tuesdays 

Plainsong Evensong - Wednesdays 

Said Evening Prayer - Mondays & Saturdays 
 

For details about how to worship online, live or later, visit our website 
chelmsfordcathedral.org.uk and find our ‘Regular Worship’ page. 
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