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You are warmly welcomed to Evensong at Chelmsford Cathedral. 

Today we offer a special welcome to the Friends of Chelmsford Cathedral.  
 

Everything you need for this celebration is in this booklet. Please ensure 

that your mobile phone is switched off. 
 

Hearing Aids: There is a loop system installed throughout the church. 

If you are a hearing aid user, please turn it to T.  
 

Music: The music today will be sung by the Cathedral Choir, directed by 

James Davy, Organist and Master of the Choristers. The organist is 

Hilary Punnett, Assistant Organist and Director of the Girls’ Choir. 

Please feel free to join in at home with the singing of the hymns. 
  

You are warmly invited to make a financial contribution to the life 

of the cathedral by making a donation using the contactless giving plates 

near the doors. Your gift will be used to enable us to deliver our ministry in 

its varied forms, from hosting community events, cultural activities, 

maintaining free entry to this glorious building, supporting our musical and 

worship tradition and much more. If you would like to find out more about 

our planned giving scheme, please ask one of the stewards. To donate online, 

please visit the cathedral website, scroll towards the bottom of the page and 

under the heading “supporting your cathedral” click the link. You can also 

donate by scanning the QR code below. Thank you.  
 

Car park code: 1910 
 

If the alarm sounds, please exit the Cathedral via the nearest available 

door and if it is safe to do so, assemble at the rear of the Shire Hall in 

the South Eastern corner of the churchyard. Please do not go back for 

your belongings until you are told it is safe to do so. 

 

If you would like to know more about the 

Christian faith and the life of the Christian 

community in this place please speak to Canon 

Imogen Nay, ring 01245 294486 or visit us at 

chelmsfordcathedral.org.uk. 
 
 

 

 

Music copyright: permission to copy words and music covered by One License A-633635.     
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Friends of Chelmsford Cathedral 

 

The organisation of the Friends of Chelmsford Cathedral was founded in 1939. It 

exists today to assist in caring for the Cathedral, safeguarding it for future 

generations. Members of the Friends are committed to praying for the Ministry 

and Mission of the Cathedral, and to maintaining the Cathedral as a place of 

beauty and a welcoming place for members of the congregation, people in the 

Diocese, visitors, and City residents. Over the years, the Friends have financed 

major projects, for example, the restoration of the Glory Tapestry that can be seen 

at the east end of the Cathedral. 

 

The Friends hold a Winter Festival in January and an Autumn Festival in September 

(the AGM) in the Cathedral, each with a speaker and refreshments. This evening 

we conclude the Autumn Festival with Choral Evensong. 
 

 

Music before the Service 

Méditation                                                  Maurice Duruflé (1902 - 1986)                                                                                           
 

                                                                                           Please stand  
 

Responses 

The Precentor and choir sing the opening responses. 
 

O Lord, open thou our lips,  

Choir and our mouth shall shew forth thy praise.  

  O God, make speed to save us.  

 Choir O Lord, make haste to help us.  

  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,  

  and to the Holy Ghost;  

  as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  

  world without end. Amen.   

  Praise ye the Lord. 

 Choir  The Lord’s name be praised. 

            Music: Bernard Rose (1916 – 1996)  
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Hymn (NEH 427) 
 

The congregation is welcomed. Please remain standing to sing 
 

 
O praise ye the Lord! praise him in the height; [[- 

rejoice in his word, ye angels of light;  

ye heavens adore him by whom ye were made,  

and worship before him, in brightness arrayed.  
 

O praise ye the Lord! praise him upon earth,  

in tuneful accord, all you of new birth;  

praise him who has brought you his grace from above,  

praise him who has taught you to sing of his love.  
 

O praise ye the Lord! all things that give sound;  

each jubilant chord, re-echo around;  

loud organs, his glory forth tell in deep tone,  

and sweet harp, the story of what he has done.  
 

O praise ye the Lord! thanksgiving and song  

to him be outpoured all ages along:  

for love in creation, for heaven restored,  

for grace of salvation, O praise ye the Lord!  
 

Words: H W Baker (1821 – 1877) 
 

Psalmody 

Please sit as the choir sings Psalm 119 vv 73 - 104 
 

Thy hands have made me and fashioned me: O give me understanding, that I may 

learn thy commandments. 

They that fear thee will be glad when they see me : because I have put my trust in 

thy word. 
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I know, O Lord, that thy judgements are right : and that thou of very faithfulness 

hast caused me to be troubled. 

O let thy merciful kindness be my comfort : according to thy word unto thy 
servant. 

O let thy loving mercies come unto me, that I may live : for thy law is my delight. 

Let the proud be confounded, for they go wickedly about to destroy me : but I 

will be occupied in thy commandments. 

Let such as fear thee, and have known thy testimonies : be turned unto me. 

O let my heart be sound in thy statutes : that I be not ashamed. 
 

My soul hath longed for thy salvation : and I have a good hope because of thy 

word. 

Mine eyes long sore for thy word : saying, O when wilt thou comfort me? 

For I am become like a bottle in the smoke : yet do I not forget thy statutes. 

How many are the days of thy servant : when wilt thou be avenged of them that 

persecute me? 

The proud have digged pits for me : which are not after thy law. 

All thy commandments are true : they persecute me falsely; O be thou my help. 

They had almost made an end of me upon earth : but I forsook not thy 

commandments. 

O quicken me after thy loving-kindness : and so shall I keep the testimonies of thy 

mouth. 
 

O Lord, thy word : endureth for ever in heaven. 

Thy truth also remaineth from one generation to another : thou hast laid the 

foundation of the earth, and it abideth. 

They continue this day according to thine ordinance : for all things serve thee. 

If my delight had not been in thy law : I should have perished in my trouble. 

I will never forget thy commandments : for with them thou hast quickened me. 

I am thine, O save me : for I have sought thy commandments. 

The ungodly laid wait for me to destroy me : but I will consider thy testimonies. 

I see that all things come to an end : but thy commandment is exceeding broad. 
 

Lord, what love have I unto thy law : all the day long is my study in it. 

Thou through thy commandments hast made me wiser than mine enemies : for 

they are ever with me. 

I have more understanding than my teachers : for thy testimonies are my study. 

I am wiser than the aged : because I keep thy commandments. 

I have refrained my feet from every evil way : that I may keep thy word. 

I have not shrunk from thy judgements : for thou teachest me. 

O how sweet are thy words unto my throat : yea, sweeter than honey unto my 

mouth. 

Through thy commandments I get understanding : therefore I hate all evil ways.     
 

      Please stand 
 

 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the 

beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 
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Please sit 
 

The First Reading 

 Ecclesiastes 11 v 9 – 12 v 8 

 

 

Rejoice, young man, while you are young, and let your heart cheer 

you in the days of your youth. Follow the inclination of your heart 

and the desire of your eyes, but know that for all these things God 

will bring you into judgement. 
 

Banish anxiety from your mind, and put away pain from your body; 

for youth and the dawn of life are vanity. 
 

Remember your creator in the days of your youth, before the days 

of trouble come, and the years draw near when you will say, ‘I 

have no pleasure in them’; before the sun and the light and the 

moon and the stars are darkened and the clouds return with the 

rain; on the day when the guards of the house tremble, and the 

strong men are bent, and the women who grind cease working 

because they are few, and those who look through the windows 

see dimly; when the doors on the street are shut, and the sound of 

the grinding is low, and one rises up at the sound of a bird, and all 

the daughters of song are brought low; when one is afraid of 

heights, and terrors are in the road; the almond tree blossoms, the 

grasshopper drags itself along and desire fails; because all must go 

to their eternal home, and the mourners will go about the 

streets; before the silver cord is snapped, and the golden bowl is 

broken, and the pitcher is broken at the fountain, and the wheel 

broken at the cistern, and the dust returns to the earth as it was, 

and the breath returns to God who gave it. Vanity of vanities, says 

the Teacher; all is vanity. 
 

Magnificat 

       Please stand as the choir sings 
 My soul doth magnify the Lord :  

and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. 

 For he hath regarded : the lowliness of his handmaiden. 

For behold, from henceforth : all generations shall call me blessed. 

 For he that is mighty hath magnified me : and holy is his Name. 

 And his mercy is on them that fear him : throughout all generations. 

 He hath shewed strength with his arm :  
 he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. 
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He hath put down the mighty from their seat :  
 and hath exalted the humble and meek. 

 He hath filled the hungry with good things :  
 and the rich he hath sent empty away. 

 He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel : 
 as he promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed for ever. 

     Luke 1.46-55 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,  and to the Holy Ghost;  

  as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 
 

Music: The Magdalen Service, Grayston Ives (b.1948) 
 

Please sit 
 

The Second Reading  

Luke 9 v 43 - 45 
 

 

 

While everyone was amazed at all that Jesus was doing, he said to 

his disciples, ‘Let these words sink into your ears: The Son of Man 

is going to be betrayed into human hands.’ But they did not 

understand this saying; its meaning was concealed from them, so 

that they could not perceive it. And they were afraid to ask him 

about this saying. 
 

Nunc dimittis 

Please stand as the choir sings 
 

 Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace : 

 according to thy word. 

 For mine eyes have seen thy salvation : 

 which thou hast prepared before the face of all people; 

 To be a light to lighten the Gentiles : 

 and to be the glory of thy people Israel. 

Luke 2.29-32 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

 as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 
 

   Music: Grayston Ives 
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The Apostles' Creed 
 

All I believe in God the Father almighty,  

maker of heaven and earth: 

and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord,  

who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,  

born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

was crucified, dead, and buried. 

He descended into hell;  

the third day he rose again from the dead;  

he ascended into heaven,  

and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty;  

from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost;  

the holy catholic Church;  

the communion of saints;  

the forgiveness of sins;  

the resurrection of the body,  

and the life everlasting.  

Amen. 
 

Prayers 

The Precentor and the choir sing 
 

 The Lord be with you, 

Choir and with thy spirit. 
  

Let us pray.      

Please sit or kneel 
Choir Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 Christ, have mercy upon us. 

 Lord, have mercy upon us. 
  

 Our Father,  

Choir who art in heaven,  

 hallowed be thy name;  

 thy kingdom come; thy will be done,  

 on earth as it is in heaven.  

 Give us this day our daily bread.  

 And forgive us our trespasses,  

 as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
 And lead us not into temptation;  

 but deliver us from evil. Amen. 
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O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us. 

Choir And grant us thy salvation. 

 O Lord, save the Queen. 
Choir And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee. 

 Endue thy ministers with righteousness. 

Choir And make thy chosen people joyful. 

 O Lord, save thy people. 

Choir And bless thine inheritance. 

 Give peace in our time, O Lord. 

Choir Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God. 

 O God, make clean our hearts within us. 

Choir And take not thy Holy Spirit from us. 

The Collects 

The Precentor sings  
 
 

  O Lord, we beseech thee, 

let thy continual pity cleanse and defend thy Church; 

and, because it cannot continue in safety  

without thy succour, 

preserve it evermore by thy help and goodness; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Choir  Amen. 
 

O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, 

and all just works do proceed; 

give unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; 

that both, our hearts may be set to obey thy commandments, 

and also that, by thee, we being defended from the fear of our enemies 

may pass our time in rest and quietness;  

through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour. 

Choir Amen. 
 

Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; 

and by thy great mercy defend us 

from all perils and dangers of this night; 

for the love of thy only Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ. 

Choir Amen. 

  Music: Bernard Rose 
 

Please be seated as the choir sings 
 

The Anthem     
 

Behold now, praise the Lord: all ye servants of the Lord; Ye that by night stand in the house 

of the Lord: even in the courts of the house of our God. Lift up your hands in the sanctuary: 

and praise the Lord. The Lord that made heaven and earth: give thee blessing out of Sion.  
 

Words: Psalm 134     Music: William H. Harris (1883 - 1973) 
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      Please remain seated or kneel 
 

The Prayers of Intercession 
 

The Very Rev’d Nicholas Henshall 
 

Please stand to sing 
 

Hymn (NEH 346)             

 
 
 

O for a thousand tongues to sing 

my dear redeemer’s praise, 

the glories of my God and King, 

the triumphs of his grace! 
 

Jesus – the name that charms our fears, 

that bids our sorrows cease; 

‘tis music in the sinner’s ears, 

‘tis life, and health, and peace. 
 

He breaks the power of cancelled sin, 

he sets the prisoner free; 

his blood can make the foulest clean; 

his blood availed for me. 
 

He speaks; and, listening to his voice, 

new life the dead receive, 

the mournful broken hearts rejoice, 

the humble poor believe. 
 

Hear him, ye deaf; his praise, ye dumb, 

your loosened tongues employ; 

ye blind, behold your Saviour come; 

and leap, ye lame, for joy! 
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My gracious Master and my God, 

assist me to proclaim 

and spread through all the earth abroad 

the honours of thy name.         Words: Charles Wesley (1707-1788) 
Tune: Richmond 

 

 
 

The Blessing 

The congregation is blessed 
 

The peace of God which passes all understanding, 

keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge 

and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ, 

and the blessing of God almighty, 

the Father, the son, and the Holy Spirit, 

be among you and remain with you always. 

All Amen. 

Conclusion 

The closing responses are sung 
 

The Lord be with you, 

Choir and with thy spirit. 

 Let us bless the Lord. 

Choir Thanks be to God.          Music: Stephen Cleobury (1948 – 2019) 
 

Organ Voluntary 

Paean                   Kenneth Leighton (1929 – 1988) 

Safeguarding at Chelmsford Cathedral 

Do you have a concern about a child or a vulnerable adult? 
 

You must report that concern directly to our Cathedral Safeguarding Lead 
 

Ms Lisa Blaco 

Telephone: 07902 225131 

Email: safeguarding@chelmsfordcathedral.org.uk 
 

 

If she is unavailable, you must report your concern to our Assistant Safeguarding Lead 
 

Revd Kate Moore 

Telephone: 07860 459465 

Email: safeguarding@chelmsfordcathedral.org.uk 
 

If you have information about a safeguarding situation where a child or adult is in 

immediate danger call the emergency services on 999 
 

To contact your local police to report a non-emergency concern call 101 
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CHELMSFORD CATHEDRAL WORSHIP  
 

 

Join us during the week for prayer online, or in person, at the following times 

every day: 

 
 

 

Weekdays 

7.45am: Morning Prayer 

8.15am: Eucharist 

10.30am: Eucharist on Thursdays* 

5.15pm: Evensong on Mondays*, Tuesdays*, Thursdays & Fridays 
 

Sundays 

7.45am: Morning Prayer 

8am: Eucharist (BCP)  

8.45am: Breakfast with the Bible  

10.30am: Eucharist 

11.30am: Coffee 

3.30pm: Evensong 

 

 

For details of how to listen live or later, visit our website 

chelmsfordcathedral.org.uk and find our Regular Worship page. 
 

 

*available to join in person only 

 


