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JUSTICE 

An appeal for generosity 

2 Corinthians 8:13-15 

I do not mean that there should be relief for others and pressure on you, 

but it is a question of a fair balance between your present abundance and 
their need, so that their abundance may be for your need, in order that 

there may be a fair balance. As it is written, 
‘The one who had much did not have too much, 

   and the one who had little did not have too little.’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Corinth was one of the greatest trading and commercial centres of the ancient world. All 

traffic from Athens and the north of Greece had to be routed through Corinth, a city of 

wealth and luxury. 

When Paul was in Ephesus (AD 55) he learnt that all was not well in Corinth. The church had 

been torn by contentions and division, Corinthians thinking too much about human wisdom 

and knowledge and too little about the sheer grace of God. 

Paul is organising a collection of funds for the Christian community in Jerusalem. The 

community was struggling at the time and Paul wants to encourage the other churches to 

give generously. 

At the start of this chapter, he reminds them of the good example of the churches in 

Macedonia who had ‘when they were going through a severe test of their faith when things 

were pressing sorely on them, their overflowing happiness and their poverty which reached 

the very depths of destitution combined to overflow into the wealth of their generosity’.  

Paul has appealed to them to give worthily by reminding them of the sacrifice of Christ, 

reminding them of their own previously high standards, the necessity of putting fine feelings 



into fine action and that life has a way of repaying bounty with bounty. Paul has also quoted 

the book of Exodus to people of Corinth, reminding them how when the Israelites gathered 

the manna in the wilderness, whether they gathered too little or too much, it was enough. 

The goal, Paul says, is not to impoverish them to relieve others. Rather the goal is fairness or 

equality. There was a current imbalance of abundance and lack. Your abundance should 

supply their lack. The implication is that the Corinthians had an abundance and the poor 

saints in Jerusalem were experiencing lack. 

Paul’s letter goes on to encourage the Corinthians to have their gift ready in plenty of time 

and expands on the principle of generosity and quotes from Psalm 112, ‘He scattered his 

seed, he gave to the poor; his righteousness remains for ever.’ 

 

• Where in the world are there examples of people who live out of a ‘fair balance’? 

 

• Where do we experience abundance? 

 

• How can justice ever be served, if some live in abundance and some are lacking? 

 

• How much is ever enough? 

 

• How much do our standards of living tend to expand to absorb any increase? 

 

Thou who wast rich beyond all splendour, 

All for love's sake becomes poor. 

Thrones for a manger didst surrender, 

Sapphire-paved courts for stable floor. 

 

Thou who wast rich beyond all splendour, 

All for love's sake becomes poor. 

 

F. Houghton (1894–1972) 

 

 

 


